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Calling in the Bible

Read through the following accounts of calling in the bible.

What can we learn form these examples about how people respond to God’s call and the
implications for their lives?

The Call of Abram: Genesis 12

The Call of Jeremiah Jeremiah |: 4-10

The Call of Mary Luke |:26-38

The Call of Peter John 21: 15-19 (All extracts taken from NRSV)

The Call of Abram - Genesis 12: -8

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you,
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you,
and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.’

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son
Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired
in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of
Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At
that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, ‘To
your offspring | will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared
to him. From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his
tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and
invoked the name of the Lord.

The Call of Jeremiah - Jeremiah 1:4-10

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,

‘Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,

and before you were born | consecrated you;

| appointed you a prophet to the nations.’

Then | said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly | do not know how to speak,
for | am only a boy.’

But the Lord said to me,

‘Do not say, “l am only a boy”’;

for you shall go to all to whom | send you,

and you shall speak whatever | command you.

Do not be afraid of them,

for | am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.’

Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me,
‘Now | have put my words in your mouth.

See, today | appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,

to pluck up and to pull down,
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to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant’

The Call of Mary - Luke 1:26 -38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him
the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since | am a virgin?’
The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’
Then Mary said, ‘Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Call of Peter - John 21:15-19

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these? He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said
to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.” He said to
him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to
him the third time, ‘Do you love me? And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you
know that | love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, | tell you, when you
were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around
you and take you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by
which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’
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